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courage in the Riff War of 1909. Once before in 1917
he had advocated that losses should be cut in the
colonial venture, now he was to cany out partial with-
drawal, a sensible policy whether intended as a per-
manent or temporary measure, but one calling for
considerable courage on the part of its advocate At
once, in the first of those Verbose communiques' which
were to cause the world so much amusement, he hinted
that he had in mind the withdrawal of all those weak
and scattered posts in the Jibala and the Ghoxnara and
the concentration of their garrisons behind a strong line
of defence This was the rough outline of his scheme,
and it might very well have been carried out with little
loss had not the initiative now passed into the hands of
Abd-el-Krim, who, leaving the Eastern theatre of war
to look after itself, concentrated his tribesmen for an
attack on the Xauen-Wadi Lau line
Abd-el-Krim had at last succeeded in interesting the
tribesmen of the Jibala and the Ghomara in his causes
thereby increasing his strength and prestige The
influence of Raisuh was on the wane with those JibaH
featherheads, partly owing to the fact that he had
quarrelled with one of his followers named Hereira—
a brave, energetic young Jibah—who deserted with a
small harka and made his way to Abd-el-Krim. From
this time onwards Raisuh seems to have been quite
sincere m his loyalty to the Spanish Directorate He
knew he could manage the Spaniards, but feared the
increasing influence of Abd-el-Krim in the Jibala,
which must, he thought, undermine his own position
Events were to show the accuracy of his forebodings
The Wadi Lau-Xauen line was attacked in June
1924, and the situation became so senous that Prano
de Rivera came in person to Tetuan, where he

